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I am proud to be an original cosponsor of

this important legislation and I urge all my col-
leagues to support it.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUNT). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, House Concurrent Res-
olution 309, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT OF BILLS TO BE
CONSIDERED UNDER SUSPEN-
SION OF THE RULES ON FRIDAY,
OCTOBER 9, 1998

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to
House Resolution 575, I am pleased to
announce the following suspensions to
be considered Friday, October 9:

H.R. 4651
H.R. 1197 or S. 1072
H.R. 2431
House Concurrent Resolution 334
House Concurrent Resolution 320
S. 2094
S. 2505
House Concurrent Resolution 214
S. 2432
H.R. 2616
H.R. to be determined, bill entitled

Veterans Programs Enhancement Act
of 1998

S. 852
S. 1260
H.R. 4567
H.R. 4052
S. 2370
H.R. 2187
H.R. 2560
The list, Mr. Speaker, with the titles

follows:
1. H.R. 4651—A Bill to Make Minor

and Technical Amendments Relating
to Federal Criminal Law and Procedure
(McCollum—Judiciary)

2. H.R. 1197 or S. 1072—Plane Patent
Amendments Act (Bob Smith—Judici-
ary)

3. H.R. 2431—Freedom From Reli-
gious Persecution Act (Wolf—IR)

4. H. Con. Res. 334—Taiwan World
Health Organization (Solomon—IR)

5. H. Con. Res. 320—Supporting the
Baltic People of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania, and Condemning the Nazi-
Soviet Pact of Non-Aggression of Au-
gust 23, 1939 (Shimkus)—IR)

6. S. 2094—A bill to amend the Fish
and Wildlife Improvement Act of 1978
to enable the Secretary of the Interior
to more effectively use the proceeds of
sales of certain items (Allard—Re-
sources)

7. S. 2505—A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey title to

the Tunnison Lab Hagerman Field Sta-
tion in Gooding County, Idaho, to the
University of Idaho (Craig—Resources)

8. H. Con. Res. 214—A concurrent res-
olution recognizing the contributions
of the cities of Bristol, Tennessee, and
Bristol, Virginia, and their people to
the origins and development of Coun-
try Music (Jenkins—E&W)

9. S. 2432—Assistive Technology (Jef-
fords—E&W/SCI)

10. H.R. 2616—Charter Schools (E&W)
11. H.R. lll, Veterans Programs

Enhancement Act of 1998 (VETS)
12. S. 852—National Salvage Motor

Vehicle Consumer Protection Act
(COM)

13. S. 1260—Securities Litigation Uni-
form Standards Act of 1998 (COM)

14. H.R. 4567—Medicare Home Health
Care and Veterans Health Care Im-
provement Act of 1998 (Thomas—W&M/
COM)

15. H.R. 4052—A bill to establish des-
ignations for United States Postal
Service buildings located in Coconut
Grove, Opa Locka, Carol City, and
Miami, Florida (Meek—GRO)

16. S. 2370—Designating the Lieuten-
ant Henry O. Flipper Station (Moy-
nihan—GRO)

17. H.R. 2187—Designating the United
State Courthouse located at 40 Foley
Square in New York, New York, as the
Thurgood Marshall United States
Courthouse

18. H.R. 2560—to award congressional
gold medals to Jean Brown Trickey,
Carlotta Walls LaNier, Melba Patillo
Beals, Terrence Roberts, Gloria Ray
Karlmark, Thelma Mothershed Wair,
Ernest Green, Elizabeth Eckford, and
Jefferson Thomas, commonly referred
to collectively as the ‘‘Little Rock
Nine’’ on the occasion of the 40th anni-
versary of the integration of Central
High School in Little Rock, Arkansas

f

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES ACT OF 1998

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the Senate
bill (S. 1021) to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide that consider-
ation may not be denied to preference
eligibles applying for certain positions
in the competitive service, and for
other purposes.

The Clerk read as follows:
S. 1021

by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assem-
bled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans
Employment Opportunities Act of 1998’’.
SEC. 2. ACCESS FOR VETERANS.

Section 3304 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the follow-
ing:

‘‘(f)(1) Preference eligibles or veterans who
have been separated from the armed forces
under honorable conditions after 3 years or
more of active service may not be denied the
opportunity to compete for vacant positions
for which the agency making the announce-
ment will accept applications from individ-
uals outside its own workforce under merit
promotion procedures.

‘‘(2) This subsection shall not be construed
to confer an entitlement to veterans’ pref-
erence that is not otherwise required by law.

‘‘(3) The area of consideration for all merit
promotion announcements which include
consideration of individuals of the Federal
workforce shall indicate that preference eli-
gibles and veterans who have been separated
from the armed forces under honorable con-
ditions after 3 years or more of active service
are eligible to apply. The announcements
shall be publicized in accordance with sec-
tion 3327.

‘‘(4) The Office of Personnel and Manage-
ment shall establish an appointing authority
to appoint such preference eligibles and vet-
erans.’’.
SEC. 3. IMPROVED REDRESS FOR PREFERENCE

ELIGIBLES.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter

33 of title 5, United States Code, is amended
by adding at the end the following:
‘‘§ 3330a. Preference eligibles; administrative

redress
‘‘(a)(1) A preference eligible who alleges

that an agency has violated such individual’s
rights under any statute or regulation relat-
ing to veterans’ preference may file a com-
plaint with the Secretary of Labor.

‘‘(2)(A) A complaint under this subsection
must be filed within 60 days after the date of
the alleged violation.

‘‘(B) Such complaint shall be in writing, be
in such form as the Secretary may prescribe,
specify the agency against which the com-
plaint is filed, and contain a summary of the
allegations that form the basis for the com-
plaint.

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall, upon request, pro-
vide technical assistance to a potential com-
plainant with respect to a complaint under
this subsection.

‘‘(b)(1) The Secretary of Labor shall inves-
tigate each complaint under subsection (a).

‘‘(2) In carrying out any investigation
under this subsection, the Secretary’s duly
authorized representatives shall, at all rea-
sonable times, have reasonable access to, for
purposes of examination, and the right to
copy and receive, any documents of any per-
son or agency that the Secretary considers
relevant to the investigation.

‘‘(3) In carrying out any investigation
under this subsection, the Secretary may re-
quire by subpoena the attendance and testi-
mony of witnesses and the production of doc-
uments relating to any matter under inves-
tigation. In case of disobedience of the sub-
poena or contumacy and on request of the
Secretary, the Attorney General may apply
to any district court of the United States in
whose jurisdiction such disobedience or con-
tumacy occurs for an order enforcing the
subpoena.

‘‘(4) Upon application, the district courts
of the United States shall have jurisdiction
to issue writs commanding any person or
agency to comply with the subpoena of the
Secretary or to comply with any order of the
Secretary made pursuant to a lawful inves-
tigation under this subsection and the dis-
trict courts shall have jurisdiction to punish
failure to obey a subpoena or other lawful
order of the Secretary as a contempt of
court.

‘‘(c)(1)(A) If the Secretary of Labor deter-
mines as a result of an investigation under
subsection (b) that the action alleged in a
complaint under subsection (a) occurred, the
Secretary shall attempt to resolve the com-
plaint by making reasonable efforts to en-
sure that the agency specified in the com-
plaint complies with applicable provisions of
statute or regulation relating to veterans’
preference.

‘‘(B) The Secretary of Labor shall make de-
terminations referred to in subparagraph (A)
based on a preponderance of the evidence.
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